I want to introduce to a rich ruler. 

He's a 
· well respected man, 
· who has lots of money. 
· owns a nice business, 
· has the latest sports car, 
· has a large house, 
· loads of parties,
· and is living the good life! 

He’s a well known man, and is well respected in the town. 

And he's got a question for Jesus.

RR: "what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
['Who wants to be a Millionaire' music]
What a brilliant question to ask! That must be in the top ten questions to ask Jesus. 
And it's an answer we all want to know! 

What must I do to inherit eternal life? Or in other words...'what must I do to enter the kingdom of God'. The ruler wants to have eternal life.

[show sign]
Let's hear what Jesus has to say.

J: You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'
Jesus' response is brilliant. He asks the man if he has followed the commandments.

[SHOW LIST]
The ruler is feeling quite happy now. 

He thinks that he's followed all these commandments. In his head he ticks off all that he's done. 

do not commit adultery - TICK 

do not murder - TICK
do not steal - TICK
do not give false testimony - TICK
honor your father and mother - TICK
He's the average guy. He hasn't really done anything bad…. In fact he's quite good. 
He behaves well, always says please and thank you, does a good deed each day. 

This is going well! Maybe now he can enter eternal life.

R: [TRIES to enter door, but fails]
J: "You lack one thing"
R: [Checks pockets - phone, wallet, keys, comb, ipod, loose change]
R: [Panics and double checks list]
The ruler is quite confused now; He double checks the list. 
Surely there's nothing else to do!! 
What can be the thing that he lacks??? Surely he now deserves to have eternal life with God.
But, Jesus says...

J: "Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."
What a shocker!! Sell everything!! Give to the poor!! Have treasure in heaven!!! What was Jesus on about??? 

This man has lots of money; he can’t afford to give it away! Not least to the poor! This could be disastrous! 

The ruler liked his money and he wanted to keep it. And that's the problem!

R: I can't possibly give my money away!! I've worked hard for that. Giving to people who are poor??? People who are sick??? I deserve to keep my money that I've stashed away.
The rulers priorities were all wrong. He had placed money at the top and God at the bottom. Instead of following Jesus, he decided to do his own thing. 
He yearned for more money. His priorities went like this...
[SHOW DIAGRAM] MONEY, JOB, CAREER, GOD

God wasn't really important to him, he was more interested in money. 
Here at Slough Baptist Church, we’ve managed to create a brain scanning machine – which will show us what the man is thinking.

> More often than not, his mind turns to money! <
Brain scan - [money flutters down]
R: [Tries to enter door with money]
He gets so easily distracted by money. His desire for money, was holding him back from heaven. His money had become like a ball and chain. 
[bag attached to leg]
He becomes quite sad. He's a wealthy man, and he knows how much it will cost him to follow Jesus. Jesus also adds...

J: - "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."
That's quite a bold statement from Jesus, isn't it? "It's easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God."

Has anyone here tried to get a camel through the eye of a needle?? No! We thought it was worth trying this out, but…
It's impossible!! The crowd around him is asking "Who then can be saved???"

---- END OF PART ONE ----

1 "I don't understand. Who can be saved?"
2 "I don't know!"
4 "I don't know!"
3 "It doesn't make sense"
4 "Jesus just said that it's easier for a camel to pass through the eye of the needle, than it is for the rich to enter the Kingdom of God"
1 "And as we've seen that's impossible, so how on earth are the rich going to get into heaven?"
3 "On that matter, how is anyone going to enter the Kingdom of God?"
2 "It seems impossible"

At this point the ruler must be very sad - how is he ever going to enter the Kingdom of God. 

But just as things are looking glum, Jesus says…

J: "What is impossible with men is possible with God."
The point is that WE CAN'T DO IT! We never meet God's standards. We always fall short. 
We're too easily distracted by worldly possessions and money- and going our own way. 
But what's exciting is that God can save us! 
God is the only one who can get us into the Kingdom of God.

Jesus is calling us to give up everything and follow him.

For the ruler in the story, his idol and distraction was money. But this may not be the same for everyone. 
We may be 
· chasing after good looks, 
· lots of friends, success at school, 
· promotion at work, 
· a relationship, 
· a large house. 
And on their own, these aren't problems- but when God isn't our first priority - there's a problem.

You see, when we're followers of Jesus- we can enter into the Kingdom of God, and have eternal life.
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