Day 1 – From Nothing to Something

Objectives
Explain that:

· God created that world perfectly, and was happy

· God can turn nothing into something

· Humans have done wrong things

CLEARING THE GROUND (in groups)
Ice Breaker
This is a short craft or game as the kids arrive. Welcome the children, and give them their badge.

Todays ice breaker is to decorate folders.
ON THE TIP (together)
Welcome

Welcome all children to holiday club. Explain about toilets, badges and introduce leaders. 
Give brief explanation of ‘bottle bank’ for jokes, prayers and ‘other’; (‘other’ is different for each day).

Introduce the big idea of transformations. Ask for a few examples of transformations or changes.

Mention that today’s Waste Watchers Word is ‘Nothing to Something’, showing boards with clipart. 

Use actions to help them remember the Waste Watchers Word- ‘Nothing to Something’.
Warm up

A chance for the kids to get some exercise and loose some energy. Each day we are going to dance to “Cha Cha Slide” by DJ Casper, lead by Lisa.
Emphasise that it is great that we can all move about and dance to the song. Isn’t it great what God has created!

Waste Watchers Challenge

A short challenge to get the group working as a team. The task is related to today’s Waste Watchers Word. Todays challenge is a team challenge to decorate an earth within 2 minutes. Scores go onto scoreboard.
Songs
Sing 3 or 4 songs; try to explain some of the difficult words
List of songs:

1. What is your God like?

2. Praising

3. What kind of man is this?

4. I'm gonna jump up and down

5. So Glad

6. God's love is big

7. God's people

8. Twisting back in time
Tell the Story

Remind kids of the ‘Nothing to Something’ transformation. In particular we’re going to be looking at the earth’s creation, created by God.
Ask who has learnt about creation at church or school. 

Explain briefly what creation is, and how God made it all.

Show/Do creation presentation:
	Make the room as dark as possible. Then tell the story

Imagine you are surrounded by nothing, no one is anywhere near you. Close your eyes and try to imagine what it would be like. And it is gloomy and dark. (play gloomy music). But in the middle of it all this is God. He just is!

And as God moved around, he begun to create. Out of nothing He began to separate things out. He made light different from dark (ask everyone to open their eyes).
He made the sky different from the earth (shine moving spotlight)
He made the dry land different from the sea. Just listen to this (play sea SFX). Waves that crashed over the rocks, sea that swooshed up the coast, little waves that lapped on the beach.
And the dry land was like the soil in this bucket (tip soil onto the ground). And God looked at what he had made and he was very pleased with everything. ‘This is very good’ he said.

He made the sun and the moon and the stars.  The sun was bright and glowing with blurred edges and it slowly moved across the sky.  The moon was pale and silvery and it changed its shape as night followed night.  It shone in the darkness.  The stars were far away and mysterious, like tiny, silver dots on a huge screen (play twinkling sounds).  And God looked at what he had made and was very pleased with everything.  “This is very good” he said.  
He created plants and flowers and trees to grow, all different.  He created red, yellow, pink, blue, orange flowers.  Some had lots of petals, some had long stems, some had thorny stems, he created tall trees and short ones, some had rough, brown trunks, some had smooth, silky trunks, some produced nuts, some produced soft fruits; he created bushes, grasses and reeds; he created vegetables that grew under the ground and vegetables that grew above the ground; he created wheat and maize and barley corn (play wind sound effects, and ask children to make blowing effect.)  The God looked at what he had made and was very pleased with everything.  “This is very good” he said.  

God created birds and fish and animals, all sorts, all different, some big, some small, some fast, some slow, some furry, some slimy, some bright coloured, some dull coloured (play animal sound effects). The God looked at what he had made and was very pleased with everything.  “This is very good” he said.  

Finally, God created human beings.  They were different from the animals because they were able to be friends with God.  They could do all sorts of things with their bodies.  They could clap, sniff, shout, whistle, curl up in a small ball.  And God gave them a special job to do.  He asked them to give special names to all the animals.  He also told them that they had to look after everything in the world.  They had to make sure everything grew properly. The God looked at what he had made and was very pleased with everything.  “This is very good” he said.  

But things did not quite work out.  Things have gone wrong in out world.  People have spoilt the wonderful world that God has given to us.  

Right at the beginning, the man and the woman that God had made, decided that they did not always want to do what God wanted in the beautiful world he had given them.  They chose to disobey them.  They began to fall out with each other and argue.  They found it such hard work to look after the land and the animals.  They began to feel pain.  

The world that God had made was still very good, but the bad things that people did messed it all up.   


Waste Watchers Word reminder
Remind them of the actions to the Waste Watchers Word (‘Nothing to Something’).

Send them off to find the Waste Watchers Word puzzle, which is hidden around the room. First group to find all pieces wins points. Points go onto scoreboard.
Creation Summary (only today)
Each age group is given a day of creation. Each group (in turn) stands up, shouts out what was created, and mime actions. This is repeated again and again, getting faster each time. Groups:

· God made light different from dark

· God made sky different from earth

· God made dry land different from the sea

· God created the sun, the moon, and the stars

· God created plants and flowers

· God created animals

· God created humans

· ALL: And God was pleased

Prayer for the world

Explain that Christians believe that God hears us when we talked to him.
He loves to hear us saying thank you to him.

Thank God for all the things that he has created.

Isn’t God amazing!
TASKFORCE (in groups)
Refreshments

Helper fetches drinks and biscuits from kitchen.

Discuss with kids about how amazing the world is. Ask them to suggest some things that God has created.

Bible Discovery

This is lead by the group leader, and is a chance to discuss and ask questions about the bible story. 
> Older kids:

Ask a child to read Genesis 1: 20-26 (page 7 and 8)
Ask each child to say which they like best from the general categories in the list: sea monsters, birds, sea creatures or reptiles. 
Read verse 25 together: “God made every one of them. Then he looked at what He had done, and it was good”
Get the children to find the missing words and the word search, on page 10.
Turn to page 11. God loves to listen to us when we pray. We are now going to thank God for all the things that he has created. I would like each of you to think of something that God has created.  If you want to you can pray to god and say “Thank you God that you made ___________”. If you want, you can pray in your head. We’re going to close our eyes so that we don’t get distracted by other things.
After each of you pray we are going to say together “God saw that everything was very good”.
Read through Genesis 3: 1-6 (page 13).

Ask the kids the following questions:
What did God think when he made the world?

What things have gone wrong with the world?

Whose fault is this?

What should we be doing in this world?
EXTRA: Do ‘creation maze’ on page 12 and ‘make a start’ on page 16
> Younger kids:

Read out loud Genesis 1:20-29, asking children to listen out for their favourite animals. 
Do Eco-sheets
Pray with kids

Craft

Craft will be described in detail during the briefing
Todays craft are Animal mobiles
BIG CLEAN UP (together)
Quiz

A few questions to get the kids thinking.

1. What is today’s Waste Watchers Word?

Nothing to Something

2. What animal lives the longest?
An elephant

A tortoise

A skunk

3. What bird can fly backwards?

Kestrel

Hummingbird

Penguin 

4. How many days did God create the world in?

4

6

7

5. What bird has the biggest wingspan?

Andean Condor

Eagle

Wandering Albatross 

6. What is the fastest animal on land?

Cheetah

Garden snail

Kangaroo 

7. How many days did God rest for?

0

1

2 

8. What’s the world’s biggest living animal?

African elephant

Blue Whale

Badger

Drama

Summary: bench is built, then broken
Games

(TBA)
Bottle Bank

Remind kids that they can write jokes and prayers on paper, insert these into bottles, then put into bottle bank.

Read out some ‘rubbish’ jokes. Ask kids to write down ONE thing that God has created. They can put this into the ‘other’ bottle bank tomorrow.

This happened to me…

A short testimony from a leader, related to today’s Waste Watchers Word.

Story about holiday/trip to beach. Showing photos and explaining that God created it all. Explain that God created it all, and knows exactly how many grains of sand there are on the beach. Wow!
> Sarah
Learn and remember
A chance to teach the kids a memory verse from the bible.
“The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” Psalm 1 v24
Creative Prayer
(TBA)
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