Day 4 – From Death to life (or should it be Life to death?)
Objectives:
Explain that:

· People hated Jesus, and wanted him dead
· He died on the cross, but this was all planned

· Jesus died to save us from all the wrong things we have done, so we can be friends with God
CLEARING THE GROUND (in groups)
Ice Breaker

This is a short craft or game as the kids arrive. Welcome the children, and give them their badge.

Todays ice breaker is to *
ON THE TIP (together)
Welcome

Welcome all children to holiday club.
Remind them of the ‘bottle bank’ for jokes, prayers and ‘other’. Ask for any ‘My favourite drink is…’ slips to be put in the bottle bank.

Mention that today’s Waste Watchers Word is ‘Death to life’, showing boards with clipart. 

Use actions to help them remember the Waste Watchers Word - ‘Death to life’.
Warm up

A chance for the kids to get some exercise and loose some energy. Each day we are going to dance to “Cha Cha Slide” by DJ Casper, lead by Lisa.
Waste Watchers Challenge

A short challenge to get the group working as a team. The task is related to today’s Waste Watchers Word. Todays challenge is….. 
Songs
Sing 3 or 4 songs; try to explain some of the difficult words
Tell the Story

Remind kids of the ‘Death to life’ transformation, using the actions.
Tell story:

Explain to the kids that in your box you have a number of things, some of them you may find on a rubbish tip.
(Day 1 reminder) Remember how we discovered what a wonderful world God has made, but things have begun to go wrong.

(Day 2 reminder) Remember how Jesus came to the rescue when things went wrong at the wedding? What did he do?

(Day 3 reminder) Jesus healed a blind man. What did the enemies of Jesus say about this? They were living in darkness, without the light of Jesus.

Jesus could do great things no one else could do because he was God himself. More and more people did not like what He said. He told them that people who did not listen to God or who refused to live in a way that pleased God were living in the dark. They were hurting others, telling lies, being selfish or cruel [this is called sin].

Jesus’ enemies laid a plot. [A plot just means a plan]. At the dead of the night, they arranged for soldiers to arrest Jesus, tie him up as a prisoner (show rope) and take him away to appear before a judge [what does a judge do?]. At the trial people told lies about Jesus. They said He had done some dreadful things, which were not true.

In the morning a crowd gathered, and the judge asked the crowd of people what should happen to Jesus. They all shouted “Nail Jesus to a cross! Kill him!!”. How sad is that? The people that Jesus had come to save were trying to kill Him.
Listen carefully to find out what happens next. Jesus was then taken to a hill outside of the city. The soldiers nailed him to a cross (show hammer and nails], and he was lifted so everyone could see him. [Can you imagine having nails put through your hands and feet- it would be very painful]. Jesus was left to die, like a criminal. But even as he was dying, Jesus thought of other people. He told one of His best friends to look after his mother.

Was it all a terrible mistake? NO! Do you know what Jesus said before he died? He said “Everything is done”. It was all part of God’s plan, He had completed the job that God sent him for. He had known for a long time that this was going to happen.

Most of you are probably wondering “why?”. Why did the son of God have to die on a cross? There is a very good reason, and this is the most important part. Jesus died to forgive all the wrong things that we have done. We have all done things wrong and we need to be forgiven by God. This means that we can have perfect relationship with God, but only if we say we are sorry.
Jesus’ body was then laid in a tomb, and big stone was rolled across the entrance. It was also guarded by 2 big roman soldiers. We’re going to find out more tomorrow

Waste Watchers Word

Remind them of the actions to the WWW.
Short game
Talk
The Bottom Step

There was once a boy who lived with his family.  He was a fairly ordinary boy – just like you.  He would play.  He would go to school.  He would also get into trouble.  Often when he got into trouble, his dad would sit him down and talk to him about what he had done.  Sometimes he was really upset and didn’t ever want to do it again.  Sometimes he was really cross with himself for getting caught.  But it didn’t matter how he felt.  When he had done wrong the same thing always happened.  

At the bottom of the staircase in their house was a step.  The bottom step . When he had done wrong, his dad made him sit on the bottom step of the staircase in his house, alone.   He wasn’t allowed to join in with anything.  

Raise your hand if you’ve ever had to sit on the bottom step (sometimes called the naughty step)

But one day the most incredible thing happened.  He had taken some biscuits from the cupboard, which he knew he wasn’t allowed to do without asking.  As he was finishing off the last one, he was caught by his dad.  And this is when it happened.  

Instead of getting sent to the bottom step of the staircase, his dad went and sat on the bottom step himself.  Puzzled, the boy asked ‘What are you doing?  Why are you sitting in my place?’  The dad replied ‘It is because I love you.  I know that you should be sitting on the step.  You have done wrong.  But today I will sit on the step in your place.  I will take the blame.  You can go and play.’

Why do you think his dad did that?  His dad was a Christian.  The reason he did that was to help the boy understand the greatest thing ever. Why Jesus died.  I want to explain to you why Jesus died.  You’ve got to get this. I’m going to tell you now, so listen.  

Who are we like in the story?  

All of us are a bit like the boy in the story.  We all live in the world that God has made.  Slough is part of God’s place.  He is in charge.  But we have all done wrong things.  

What’s the most serious wrong thing we have done?  

The most serious wrong thing that we have done is not listen to God.   We don’t read the things that His Son, Jesus has said.  And even when we do, we don’t do them very well.  We deserve to sit on “God’s bottom step”.  

Do you know what it’s like?  It’s to be on your own, alone.  Shut out from God’s family.  Even if we don’t feel sorry for the things that we have done, God will send us there.  It’s a bottom step that you have to sit on forever. It means we can’t be friends with God
But do you know what God did?  

Because he is a wonderful God and loves us, he sent someone to take our place.  Someone who would come and sit on God’s bottom step instead of us.  He would take the blame so we never have to go there.  That’s what happened when Jesus died.  When Jesus was nailed to the cross covered in blood, he was taking the blame.  Why?  Because He is very kind.  Because He is loving.  Because He doesn’t want us to suffer.  Instead he wants us to be part of His family.  Now we can be friends with God
Jesus’ followers were very sad when Jesus died.  When they learnt that God the Father and God the Son had planned this all along.  When they learnt that Jesus had died to take the blame, there were tears, not of sadness, but of joy.  Happy tears.  What a great God they cried.  That He would die for me.  And for me, cried another.  And for me, another cried.

Jesus death was a terrible thing.  He suffered very badly.  But Jesus death is also a wonderful thing.  That’s why it is called Good Friday.  Not Bad Friday.  Not horrible Friday.  Not misery Friday.  But Good Friday.   Wonderful Friday.  Fantastic Friday.  He took my place on God’s bottom step.  He’ll take yours too if you ask him to.  

Listen to what Jesus says.

 ‘For God so loved the world that he gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him will not perish (that’s sit on God’s bottom step) but have eternal life (that’s enjoying God and His family forever)’

What could you say to Jesus right now?

Prayer for the world

Thank Jesus for dying on the cross to forgive all the bad things we have done.
Thank you God that we can be friends with you

TASKFORCE (in groups)
Refreshments

Bible Discovery

> Older kids:
Don’t read John 20: 1 -10
Let’s think about the words of Jesus in today’s story.

· Why was Jesus, God’s son, living in Israel 2,000 years ago? (Why wasn’t He is heaven?)
· Why did God give/send Jesus?

Let’s think about the world – that is, everyone

· You heard that there is a big problem with everyone. What is that?

· Who is in charge of the world? (Who made it?)
· What do you think God wants for His world?

· God wants everyone to be part of his good and happy family. But we don’t listen to God, and we choose to do wrong things. What will happen if God treats us as we deserve

· Is this what God wants for everyone?
We all need help because we are all doing things wrong. Let’s think about how Jesus helps us.

· What did Jesus do to help us? (What did Jesus do in today’s story?)
· Why did God plan for His one and only Son to die? He wanted to destroy…… and He wanted to save……
Now we know why Jesus came. So…

· What should we do?
· If we believe in Jesus, what will happen to us?
· What does it mean to ‘believe in Jesus’
· Do you deserve to be part of God’s family?

· Do you need Jesus to help you?

· Would you like to believe in Jesus?
EXTRA: Do ‘missing words challenge’ on page 39
> Younger kids (except 5’s):

Let’s think about the words of Jesus in today’s story.
· It says that God gave Jesus to the world. Why did God give/send Jesus?

Let’s think about the world – that is, everyone

· You heard that there is a big problem with everyone. What is that?

· Why is this a terrible problem for us? (What do we deserve?)

We all need help because we are all doing things wrong. Let’s think about how Jesus helps us.
· What did Jesus do to help us? (What did Jesus do in today’s story?)
· What does that tell us about Jesus?
Now we know why Jesus came. So…

· What should we do?
· What could you say to Jesus right now?
OR: 

do eco-sheets

Craft

Craft will be described in detail during the briefing
Todays craft is Mirror/Photo frames
BIG CLEAN UP (together)
Quiz

Why did Jesus’ enemies dislike him?
What time of day was Jesus arrested?

Where was He taken?

What did the crowd shout?

What did Jesus say on the cross?

Drama

Summary:
Games

(TBA)
Bottle Bank

Read out some jokes.
Ask kids to write down ONE thing that they would like the leaders to pray for, for tomorrow. They can put this into the ‘other’ bottle bank.

This happened to me…

A short testimony from a leader, related to today’s Waste Watchers Word.

Why Jesus' death is important to them
> Luke asking Jem

Learn and remember
A chance to teach the kids a memory verse from the bible.
"I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." John 8 v12
Creative Prayer
(TBA)
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